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LAST CALL FOR DUES! - This will be the last issue of ZERO BEAT you will re- 
ceive unless your dues for 1975 are paid before March lst. If you are unable 
to attend the February meeting to pay the dues, mail your check to Dean Jaynes, 
WAPPJH, 116 North 24th Street, 80904. Remember the new rate schedule for dues: 
$6.00 for full members, $4.00 for associate members and $2.00 for each addit- — 
ional family member. 


KREEKKKEEK 


JANUARY MINUTES - There are no minutes since in place of the regular meeting, 
PPRAA members were treated to a tour of the Ampex Corporation. A large num- 
ber of members and their families were present for the very interesting guided 
tour. I, along with all those who attended, want to express our thanks and 
appreciation to Loyie Preller, WBYPCA who suggested and arranged the tour. 


REKEKKKEKE 


LICENSE CLASS PROGRESSING - by Bill Croghan, WB@KSW: The License Class is 
coming along well with about 35 to 40 of the original group coming to the Tues- 
day and Thursday night sessions. About six have tested for their Novice licen- 
se and a dozen others are about ready. Many thanks to those amateurs who have 
pitched in to help - among others are WB@LTV, K@BLO, WBYITZ, WAPSPIH and WAPzZCS. 
A special thinks to Jim, WBSHKI who stepped in at the last minute one night. 


Future plans call for on the air code practice on 2 meters. The Colorado Fre- 
quency Coordinator has assigned us 147.57 MHz. WBSLTV and I are in the process 
of building/modifying the equipment to be used. Tentatively, about 500 watts 
Wideband FM will be used so that inexpensive radios can be used. Code practice 
at various speeds will be sent - not only for Novices, but Technicians, Condit- 
ions, Generals and Advanced who wish to upgrade. Anyone who would like to 
assist with classes, practice tapes or construction on the practice machine, 
please contact me on the air or at work, 634-7218 or home, 471-7504. 


REKEKEEK 


NEW PUEBLO HAM CLUB OFFICERS - New officers recently elected to the Pueblo 
Ham Club, Inc. are: President - Bob Goodrich, WB@NRF; Vice-President - Bob 
Shriner, WA@UZO; Secretary - Jim Warner, WB@BTA; and Treasurer - Ken Kendall, 
W9KWS/#. In addition, Bob Heptig, K@PHF was appointed the new Repeater Chair- 
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man of the 34/94 repeater. Our congratulations and best wishes to the new 


officers for the coming year., 


RKKEKKEKEK 


FCC DOCKET 20282 PROPOSAL - Establishment of two new classes of amateur li- 
cense, plus sweeping changes in licensing procedures - as well as frequency, 
power and emission privileges - are encompassed in the long-expected "re- 

structuring" proposal released by the FCC early in December. 


As anticipated, FCC says we should have two routes of incentive licensing. 
One would be the present basic HF ladder of Novice to General to Advanced (and 


Extra). 


It is termed Series A, or the "short-wave" domain, defined as below 


29 MHz. The second would be an expanded vhf-uhf progression with a new "com- 
municator Class" as the entry point to feed Technician ranks, and, beyond it, 
an "Experimenter Class" - a sort of "super-tech," paralleling the Advanced 

level. An amateur would thus have to hold two types of iicense authorization 


to operate both below and above 29 MHz. 


The Extra Class would remain the top 


objective; the holder of both the Advanced and the Experimenter grades would 
need only the 20 wpm code test as a final hurdle. 


For the Novice there are two significant changes proposed - a five-year li- 


cense, and 250 watts plate input! His vhf counterpart, the new Communicator, 
would be permitted identical power, but limited to F3 emission where permitted 
on all bands above 144 MHz. All exams would normally be by the volunteer 
examiner system for both classes. The General Class would have all present 
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frequency privileges below 29 MHz, but FCC would impose a limitation to Al, 
A3, and F3 emissions only - no more SSTV, RITY or other less-usual modes. im 
Power for this and higher classes would henceforth be measured in output, 50v 
watts PEP for Generals. The Technicians would be permitted the same three 
modes of emission on frequencies where authorized above 50 MHz with the same 
power limitation. The Conditional would disappear as a separate name, and 
become a special "C" endorsement on General licenses, while a "D" endorsement 
would indicate a mail exam passed by a handicapped individual. In such cases 
the licenses are termed “conditionally issued." 


The Advanced Class makes out well - 2000 watts PEP output, with all modes of 
emission available below 29 MHz; he gains the voice subbands formerly limited 
to Extras, and is excluded only from the low-end cw segments. The parallel 
Experimenter similarly has all privileges, but above 29 MHz, and identical 
power. Both exams may be taken by mail if physical handicaps or distance from 
an exam point are judged by FCC to be a sufficient travel hardship. The Extra 
Class (the prefix "Amateur" is dropped) would still be king of the hill, of 
course, though with some changes: he gets the increase to 2 KW output - plus 
a lifetime operator (but not station) license! - but will have to share his 
formerly exclusive phone segments with Advanced licensees. 


"Grandfathering" procedures are faily liberal, but a few privileges still will 
be lost in addition to the Advanced-Extra switch just mentioned. On appli- 
cation the Advanced can pick up an Experimenter Class "for free" so as to 
retain all frequencies previously available. The General (and Conditional) 
will obtain the corresponding Technician grades without extra exams, but will 
lose 29.0-29.7 MHz - and the right to use slow-scan, radioteletype and any 
other emissions not falling into the Al, A3 or F3 categories unless he tackle 
the Experimenter or Advanced Class. Also, his 500-watt output limitation 
won't quite equal the present KW input measurement. The top section of 10 
meters obviously is being held out as a carrot for Techs to upgrade to Ex- 
perimenter. Present Techs will be grandfathered (upon application) with 
Novice privileges, however; only new ones after adoption of the proposal will 
be limited to above 50 MHz. 


Present Elements 2 (basics of law and theory) and 3 (general practices and 
regulations) would be split into A and B parts, and expanded as necessary to 
cover the techniques applying to each of the two spectrum divisions. New 
procedures on exams by mail would require two volunteer examiners, neither 
related to the applicant, both 21 years or Older, and at least one licensed 
at a higher level in the same track. Generals could no longer be principal 
examiners; an Extra could give any exam, but (broadly speaking) an Advanced 
would be required to give Novice and 
General (C) exams, and an Experimenter for 
Technicians (C) exams. Any of the three 
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and to all affiliated radio clubs. The Commission has allowed six months for 
“tudy and comment, so there is time to make a careful and rational appraisal 
sefore formulating conclusions. The Annual meeting of the ARRL Board of Di- 
rectors will undoubtedly make this docket a main subject of discussion, but 


it is unlikely that a final position will be adopted so early in the available 
comment period. 


January QST 
KKEKKEKE 


OPEN, THEN IT DIED: Yes, 'tis too true, the very first really "open" auto- 
patch repeater is now dead, killed by the "kids, lids and space cadets" that 
seem to infiltrate ham radio operations, especially in metropolitan areas. 

Los Angeles repeater WR6ACK opened up to all amateurs the privilege of using 
the autopatch on the system, asking only the cooperation of all area amateurs 
in using common sense and good amateur operating procedure. The December '74 
issue of "73 Magazine" in the "Looking West" column reports on the death of 
the autopatch: everyone rushed to hook up a touchtone pad and began using it, 
sometimes for a valid reason but mostly for a foolish reason - calling the 
wife from one's own drive to tell her they were home, weather and time calls, 
and other needless trivia. Then came the other garbage: dial-up and then 
leave it hanging on the air, jamming, disconnecting users in the middle of a 
call and all warnings went unheeded - so the day arrived when, to insure re- 
peater survival by legal operation, the owner and licensee turned off the auto- 
patch. The first "Big City" autopatch open to all amateurs died an inglorious 
death, killed by those who stood to benefit most by working for the survival 
of.the system. The moral: don't spend too much time condemning CB, for in- 


stance, unless you are doing everything you can to keep amateur radio free of 
he "“sickies" and “oddballs" who would weaken it. 


WR8ABC/WB8CRV NEWSLETTER 
RAKEREKAK 


POR SALE: K@ROL needs cash! All equipment is fully operational, and is sold 
complete with the tech manuals/data which applies. No junk, good workable 
hardware, ready to use at your station. RTTY: Model 28 ASR w/dome-mounted 

ROTR and casters, $375.00. MODEL 32 KSR complete s/stand, $200.00. MITE KSR 
(60 & 100 WPM) perfect, $100.00. MODEL 28 Stunt Boxes as is, (3 each) $20.00. 
W6FFC-designed ST-6 TU w/HAL AK-1 AFSK in’ Collins cabinet, $100.00. Heath 
HO-10 Monitor Scope, (RTTY, SSB, AM/FM) $29.00. Collins R-390A (mint condition) 
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w/product detector and FM detector, all mech. filters, $400.00. Many other 
test and lab equipments. See Oak, K@ROL. 596-1395. = 


RRERKERER 


A WORD OF WARNING — from the Akron, Ohio area which sent the report of one 
amateur who rather carelessly announced his location at one of the shopping 
malls over the local 2-meter repeater. He also announced that he would be 
back in the car after doing a few hours of shopping. Needless to Say, thieves 
also did some shopping in his absence, and when the unlucky ham returned to 
his car, all ham equipment and stereo tape deck had taken their leave. Ob- 
viously, no one can restrict the use of scanning receivers which often manage 
to copy more than one station at a time; as a result the burglary rings can 
now not only be alerted to approaching police, but can also pick out new tar- 
gets. A further report from one of the radio distributors states that call- 
book sales are on the rise, but the sales aren't made to hams; apparently the 
above-mentioned groups have also found that your basements can be cleaned up 
and out when vacations are due and discussed on the air. 


WESTPARK RADTIOPS 
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RESTATEMENT OF A POSITION - by Ken Kopp, WSOOM, Editor of Boulder QSP: It is 
time that we restate a position taken by the RMVHFS early in 1974. At one 
time we were plagued by stations in the Denver area working stations via the 
Colorado Springs repeater, and failing to tone off WRMADA before doing so. It 
is the position of the RMVHFS that stations desiring to communicate with Colo- 
rado Springs do so “at their own risk", and should not take offense if a local 
area station uses WR@ADA to communicate with other local stations. The - 
“whistle switch" is available to shut off WR®ADA if there is a need to do so. 
All we ask is that you identify yourself beforehand. There are at least two 
~other”trepeaters available for use that will enable a Denver area station to 
communicate with Colorado Springs. In particular, the new Black Forest re- 
peater comes to mind. Also, a new 147.03/63 repeater is atop Cheyenne Moun- 
tain awaiting a license. Coverage in the Denver area is excellent. 


REKEEKEKE 


ACCIDENT REPORTING HINT - Once an amateur station (base) commences handling 
traffic from a mobile on an accident or for -assistance with the police depart- 
ment, other base stations should keep free of involvement. Don't try to be 
first and thereby create two calls to the police. It can be plenty confused 
without others adding to it; besides, it may lead to misunderstanding and 
anger between the amateurs involved. Equally of importance is the ever-present 
need for amateurs to avoid like the plague reporting "accidents" that turn out 
to be false calls when the police investigate. People standing around a car, 
or two drivers talking at roadside, are not "reportable accidents." Unless 
you can determine beyond reasonable doubt that assistance is necessary, do not 
initiate a report to the police. Amateur radio public service must not lose 
credibility. 

WR8ABC/WB8CRV NEWSLETTER 
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PROPAGATION FORECASTS - WWV has commenced, with practically no fanfare, pro- 
pagation forecasts which are updated as often as hourly. Announcements are 
made at 14 minutes after the hour, and appear to be a minimum of 24 hours new 
than the customary solar-flux and A-index indicators (which continue). This 
could have a major impact on the whole picture of propagation predictions and 
the amateur need for same. 
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